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to which I instantly and pertly replied, " Tut, tut, tut, tut,
''%Q^my big man," whereupon he gave me so hearty a box
on 'the side of the face as actually to knock me down, and
calling me an insolent and impertinent Jackanapes, he
walked away; nor could he ever afterwards bear the sight
of me.

The other prank had more of mischief on my part
in it. My father's next door neighbour, on the left, at
Twickenham, was Mr. Hudson, the portrait painter, to
whom the celebrated artist, Sir Joshua Reynolds, had been a
pupil. His figure was rather grotesque, he being uncommonly
low in stature, with a prodigious belly, and constantly
wearing a large white bushy perriwig. He was remarkably
good tempered, and one of my first rate favorites, not-
withstanding he often told me that I should certainly come
to be hanged. I was always playing my monkey tricks
with him, and thereby getting into disgrace. He was one
day chatting with my father upon the lawn, and leaning
his body forward upon a thick cane he used in walking.
Upon observing the slanting direction of this cane, it
occurred to me that a slight touch would give him a glorious
tumble. The idea, and carrying it into execution were of
the same moment. With all the force I could muster, I
kicked the stick near the bottom. Away it went, and down
came poor Hudson upon his fat paunch, with a tremendous
grunt. I was terrified at my own feat, which however,
having accomplished, I considered a retreat the next wisest
measure for me to adopt, and accordingly took to my heels.
Well it was perhaps that I did so, for the old gentleman in a
violent rage, raising himself upon his knees, seized the stick
and with all the strength he could exert in that posture,
sent it flying at me ; he however missed his aim, it passed
without effect, and by the attempt I avoided a flogging,
for my father who was seriously offended at this malicious
trick, would have thrashed me soundly, but on seeing the
heavy cane fly close to my head, he observed to Mr. Hudson,
that as he had endeavoured to revenge himself, and h&d
his object succeeded might have done me a serious injury,